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Past and future pole stars. Indeed, Thuban at times made a better pole star
than our modern Polaris. Various sources claim that Thuban almost exactly
pinpointed the position of the north celestial pole in the year 2787 B.C.
Meanwhile, our modern Polaris - which many centuries ago was an ordinary star
known by the name Phoenice - won’ t match Thuban’ s precision when it most
closely aligns with the north celestial pole on March 24, 2100. Polaris will
be 27 097 (0.45250) from the north celestial pole at that time (a little
less than the angular diameter of the moon when at its farthest from Earth),

according to the computational wizard Jean Meeus.
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